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The Leni Lenape
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HE New Jersey Indians belonged to the Dela-

ware tribe of the Algonquins, and were known
as the Leni Lenape.

! Other tribes called them “‘Grandfather’” and

' acknowledged their ancient origin. It is supposed

; that they settled in this region as early as the

! eighth or ninth century.

The principal sub-tribes of the Lenape were
the Unami, the Unalachtigo, and the Munsee, the
last being the clan which inhabited our area. The
totem of the Munsee was the wolf.

The Delaware, a peaceful nation, had been well
known as courageous and powerful allies. They were
seldom at war with any nation, and while not easily
provoked to strife they were relentless enemies and
were greatly feared by other tribes.

All accounts agree that in their own affairs, the
Lenape showed a judgment both accurate and de-
liberate. In public meetings they were orderly and
spoke one after another, the rest keeping silent,
not even whispering. The Lenape were scrupulously
honest, never broke promises, their faithfulness and
hospitality were unquestioned, they observed un-
usual decency in speech and daily life and strictly
conformed to rules of justice and equity.
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Coming home from the hunt.
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to make a vaulted roof. There were cross bars on the
sides and a covering of chestnut bark overlapping
like weather boards.
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Livelihood

While the Lenape Indians, who roamed over
New Jersey before the white men came, were great
hunters, they also were good agriculturists. They
grew corn, beans, tobacco, sunflowers, melons,
pumpkins and squash. The fields and patches were
planted and attended by squaws, children and the
old men; while the young braves did most of the
hunting and fishing.

Although the traceable descendants of the Leni
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Dwellings
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The Lenape woodland people lived in a wigwam,
a house about three times the length of its width,
made of sticks set in the ground about thirty inches
apart opposite each other and bent over at the top

Lenape now number less than one hundred and are
located in Kansas and the Indian Territory with the
Cherokees, their influence is still felt in the names
where they once abode.
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Great Notch Tavern

S the Indians receded further and further west,
the whites followed eagerly, anxious to secure
the most available land.

In 1711, 28,000 acres of farmland were pur-
chased by eight Acquachanonk farmers. Our three
communities were included in the land purchased.

The First Inhabitants
The original settlers were plain, hardworking
farmers. As time went on the artisans of such lines
as weavers, blacksmiths, carpenters, masons, or
leather workers started moving to this area, and
thus a community was started.

Dwellings

The first common dwellings in this area were
the small log huts scattered along the river. Soon
after, these were followed by stone huts which did
Not prove to be much better. As better means of
transport_ation permitted, mortar and lime were

rought in to build the sandstone houses, many of
which we see standing today.
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The Country Store

What a farmer lacked in provisions he secured
at the country store. These stores sold the farmer
his salt, sugar, tea, coffee, molasses, tobacco, and
other necessary supplies that he could not raise on
his own land.

Since currency was scarce and trade was car-
ried on by barter, the storekeeper became the local
banker handling notes and credits of nearby farmers.

LIFE OF THE EARLY DWELLERS
Younger Days of a Child

When a birth occurred in the settlement, the
whole female portion of the population would turn
out to visit the mother and see the baby. The new-
born was dressed in homespun linen and laid in
a cradle.

By the time the child was two, he had to yield
possession of the cradle to a newcomer—another
rule of a well regulated family at the time. He took
his place in the trundle bed which was rolled out
of sight under the high four poster bed during the
day. As the trundle bed was filled, the older boys
were banished to the attic.

The older boys went to the fields to work with
their fathers. For the girls, there was sewing and
cooking to be done, and sometimes, they labored
in the fields.

Festal Days

Life, indeed, was full of toil, but they all, es-
pecially the children, looked forward to holidays.

The most important holiday was New Year's.
Easter ushered in spring. Pinkster (Pentecost Whit-
suntide) and later the Fourth of July were observed
as holidays.

Spinning bees, quilting bees, corn husking, and
singing also added to life's interest in the settle-
ment,
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_ l Wedding Days

' ; After a wedding, a three day celebra’rion fol-

s | lowed. The day was spent with the bride's parents,

i | the next with the groom’s parents, and the last at

‘ the couple's new home. The newlyweds were then

- i left alone for the rest of their honeymoon.

| Funeral Customs ;
‘, When a death occurred, the news was spread at

once, The corpse was dressed in his funeral clothes, :

&

which were always on hand, and buried in a wooden
box constructed by the nearest carpenter. Clocks
were stopped and mirrors were covered with cloth
in the house of the deceased. After the funeral, the
mourners returned for food and drink.
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Covered Bridge
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Morris Canal
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